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SCHOOL  REPORT. 


During  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  endeav- 
ored by  frequent  visitation  to  cultivate  a  familiar 
acquaintance  with  the  schools,  to  encourage  and  assist 
the  teachers  and  stimulate  the  scholars.  This  ac- 
quaintance enables  us  to  report  the  schools  in  a 
decidedly  hopeful  and  encouraging  condition,  though 
not  yet  what  they  should  be.  An  unusual  number  of 
changes  in  our  corps  of  teachers,  and  the  prevalence 
of  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough,  considerably 
interrupted  the  work  in  some  of  the  schools,  but  these 
hindrances  have  been  bravely  met,  and  in  a  good 
degree  overcome.  The  teachers  have  generally  dis- 
played a  commendable  devotion  to  their  work,  and 
some  of  them  have  succeeded  admirably  in  imparting 
their  own  zeal  to  their  pupils. 

The  interest  of  both  teachers  and  scholars  has  been 
greatly  stimulated  by  the  introduction  of  Monroe's 
Readers  in  place  of  Hillard's  Series.  These  books 
had  been  used  so  long,  and  had  been  read  through 
and  through  so  many  times  that  they  had  lost  their 
freshness  and  power  to  awaken  interest  in  the  mind 
of  the  reader.    The  new  books  introduced  are  made 
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up  of  the  choicest  selections,  at  once  pleasing  and 
instructive,  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  essential  qualities  of  a  good  reader.  The  in- 
fluence of  these  books  soon  became  apparent  in  all 
the  schools,  and  the  closing  examinations  showed  very 
marked  improvement  over  the  reading  of  previous 
years.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  while  a  few  parents 
complained  at  first  in  regard  to  the  expense  of  this 
change,  all  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of 
the  Committee,  and  we  believe  all  have  long  since 
found  that  the  trifling  expense  was  a  profitable  invest- 
ment. 

Another  helpful  agency  during  the  year  has  been 
the  monthly  written  examination  in  all  the  schools 
except  the  Primary.  As  this  is  a  more  rigid  test  than 
oral  examination,  the  scholars  have  been  more  careful 
to  have  the  lesson  well  fixed  in  the  mind,  while  the 
effort  to  recall  it  at  the  end  of  the  month,  so  as  to 
write  clear  and  correct  answers,  trains  them  to  the  use 
of  exact  and  definite  expressions.  At  the  same  time 
this  act  of  itself  serves  an  admirable  purpose  in  deep- 
ening the  impression  which  the  subject  had  already 
made  upon  the  mind  of  the  pupil.  The  benefit  of 
these  written  examinations  was  very  noticeable  in  all 
the  schools  on  the  closing  day. 

For  some  years  past  it  has  been  the  custom  to  make 
elaborate  preparation  for  the  final  examination,  in  the 
way  of  declamations,  dialogues  and  other  miscellane- 
ous exercises.    These  exhibitions,  however  interest- 
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ing  they  may  be  to  those  who  witness  them,  fail  to 
show  what  the  scholars  have  really  accomplished  dur- 
ing the  year.  Besides,  they  impose  a  heavy  burden 
upon  both  teacher  and  pupil  at  just  the  time  when 
the  energies  of  all  should  be  concentrated  upon  the 
legitimate  work  of  the  school.  This  custom  was 
therefore  discouraged,  and  the  teachers  instructed  to 
depend  wholly  upon  the  proficiency  of  their  scholars 
to  make  the  examinations  interesting.  Fear  was 
expressed  by  some  that  the  exercises  without  this 
pleasing  variety  would  be  "  dull"  and  "  dry,"  but  we 
are  happy  to  say  that  in  most  of  the  schools  the  pupils 
showed  such  an  acquaintance  with  their  studies  that 
instead  of  being  ';  dry"  the  examinations,  as  a  whole, 
surpassed  those  we  have  attended  in  former  years. 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  First  Primary  still  enjoys  the  excellent  man- 
agement of  Miss  Charlotte  F.  Mott,  whose  long  and 
faithful  service  here  has  made  her  seem  almost  indis- 
pensable. In  the  early  part  of  the  year  eight  of  her 
best  scholars  were  promoted  to  the  First  Intermediate. 
But  notwithstanding  this  loss,  we  found  at  the  exami- 
nation that  the  teacher  had  a  classs  of  about  a  dozen 
well  fitted  for  the  next  room.  We  were  particularly 
pleased  with  the  second  class  in  reading,  numbering 
twenty-six,  formed  by  putting  the  second  and  third 
classes  together  a  few  months  since.    The  little  ones 
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of  the  third  class  became  so  ambitious  to  equal  the 
older  ones,  that  they  made  rapid  progress,  and  their 
reading  was  really  excellent. 

We  should  seem  ungrateful  if  we  failed  to  men- 
tion Miss  Colcord's  gratuitous  instruction  in  drawing. 
Though  the  scholars  had  been  practising  but  nine 
weeks,  they  were  able  at  the  examination  to  make  a 
very  creditable  exhibition  of  their  skill.  Drawing  is 
coming  to  be  regarded  as  a  most  important  part  of  a 
child's  education,  and  we  wish  provision  might  be 
made  at  no  distant  day  for  its  introduction  into  all  the 
schools. 

Pine  Street  Primary.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Fall  term  Miss  Abbie  M.  Mott,  a  recent  graduate  of 
the  Normal  School  at  Salem,  took  charge  of  this 
school.  This  is  her  first  experience  in  teaching,  but 
thus  far  she  has  been  eminently  successful.  She 
seems  to  possess  excellent  qualifications  for  an  instruc- 
tor, and  under  her  care  the  children  have  made  rapid 
advancement.  For  a  few  weeks  the  progress  of  the 
school  was  sadly  interrupted  by  the  prevalence  of 
whooping  cough,  more  than  half  the  scholars  being 
absent  for  a  time.  But  notwithstanding  this  misfor- 
tune, the  school  presented  an  excellent  appearance  at 
the  examination. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

First  Intermediate.  This  school  has  had  a  change- 
ful experience  during  the  past  year.    At  the  begin- 
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ning  of  the  Summer  term,  as  the' number  of  scholars 
was  much  smaller  than  usual,  eight  were  transferred 
from  the  Beach  School,  and  eight  more  were  promoted 
from  the  First  Primary,  thus  nearly  equalizing  the 
number  in  the  three  schools.  The  scholars  thus 
brought  in  soon  adapted  themselves  to  their  new 
situation,  and  have  made  good  progress. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  Clara  M.  Colcord,  soon 
after  the  beginning  of  the  Fall  term,  deprived  the 
school  of  a  faithful  and  efficient  teacher.  She  had 
held  the  position  for  a  long  time,  and  had  brought 
the  school  into  an  excellent  condition.  We  regretted 
to  remove  her  name  from  our  list  of  teachers.  The 
school  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  her  place 
supplied  by  one  so  thoroughly  qualified  for  the  posi- 
tion. Miss  Emma  F.  Adams,  transferred  from  the 
Essex  Street  School,  finds  here  a  wider  field  for  the 
display  of  her  talents  as  teacher.  The  difficulties 
incident  to  a  change  of  teachers  were  soon  overcome, 
and  the  school  was  progressing  finely,  when  a  painful 
accident  necessitated  the  teacher's  absence  five  weeks, 
during  which  time  her  place  was  acceptably  occupied 
by  Miss  Mary  E.  Seger.  She  resumed  her  work 
only  a  month  previous  to  examination,  but  we  found 
the  school  prepared  to  render  an  excellent  account 
for  the  privileges  they  have  enjoyed. 

Pine  Street  Intermediate.  This  school  retains 
the  excellent  reputation  of  previous  years.  Its  effi- 
cient teacher,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Larkin,  has  been  untir- 
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ing  in  her  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  her  scholars. 
Our  occasional  visits  during  the  year  have  found  the 
school  in  excellent  order,  and  the  scholars  diligent, 
ambitious  and  thorough  in  their  work.  The  examina- 
tion, conducted  wholly  by  the  Committee,  was  remark- 
able for  the  readiness  and  accuracy  of  the  answers 
given.  There  was  hardly  a  failure,  and  but  little 
hesitation.  We  were  glad  to  notice  so  large  an 
attendance  of  parents.  Every  scholar  but  one  was 
honored  by  the  presence  of  one  or  both  his  parents, 
and  this  one  had  other  members  of  his  family  present. 
We  cannot  but  believe  that  the  interest  in  the  school 
which  these  parents  manifest  has  had  much  to  do 
with  its  superior  excellence.  If  these  lines  should  be 
read  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  we  hope  they  may 
prove  "  a  word  to  the  wise."  The  advanced  class 
pursuing  the  studies  of  the  Grammar  school  course, 
have  formed  an  interesting  part  of  this  school.  They 
will  be  allowed  to  remain  another  year,  when  they 
will  be  ready  to  enter  the  principal's  department  of 
the  Grammar  School.  The  scholars  who  have  just 
completed  the  course  will  also  remain  as  a  second 
advanced  class. 

MIXED  SCHOOLS. 

Beach  School.    Miss  Delta  Beers,  a  graduate  from 
the  Salem  Normal  School,  was  appointed  teacher  at„ 
the  beginning  of  the  Summer  term.    Certain  features 
of  this  school,  such  as  insubordination  on  the  part  of 
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many,  dislike  for  study,  and  irregularity  of  attendance, 
have  rendered  it  somewhat  difficult  for  an  inexperi- 
enced teacher  to  reach  a  high  degree  of  success  at 
once  ;  but  with  perseverance  and  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher,  and  with  the  cordial  sympathy  and 
co-operation  of  the  parents,  we  may  confidently  hope 
these  hindrances  will  soon  be  overcome. 

The  Farms  School  is  still  under  the  care  of  its 
faithful  teacher,  Miss  Sarah  Palmer.  She  has  excel- 
lent tact  for  management,  and  succeeds  in  awakening 
in  her  pupils  considerable  enthusiasm.  We  have 
been  particularly  pleased  with  the  reading  in  some  of 
the  classes  since  the  introduction  of  the  new  readers. 
This  school  suffered  severely  from  the  scarlet  fever 
during  the  Fall  and  Winter,  and  one  scholar,  Jennie 
Phillips,  was  removed  by  death.  She  was  a  very 
bright  and  interesting  girl  of  nine  years,  and  her  loss 
is  deeply  felt. 

Essex  Street  School.  Soon  after  the  beginning 
of  the  Fall  term,  Miss  Adams  was  transferred  to  the 
First  Intermediate.  She  had  conducted  this  school, 
for  over  a  year,  with  great  success,  and  had  won  the 
affection  and  confidence  of  all  her  pupils.  It  was 
hard  for  them  to  feel  reconciled  to  the  loss  of  a 
teacher  to  whom  they  were  so  much  attached,  and 
this  feeling  rendered  the  situation  of  her  successor, 
at  first,  rather  difficult  and  perplexing.  Miss  M.  E. 
Heyborn,  a  graduate  of  the  Lynn  High  School,  who 
was  appointed  in  place  of  Miss  Adams,  came  with  no 
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experience  as  a  teacher,  but  with  ample  qualifications 
and  a  determination  to  succeed.  We  believe  the 
difficulties  which  she  first  encountered  have  been 
overcome,  and  that  the  school  under  her  management 
will  be  well  cared  for.  She  deserves,  and  we  hope 
will  receive;  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  who  are 
interested  in  this  school. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Miss  E.  J.  Hadley  still  has  charge  of  the  Assist- 
ant's department,  and  has  done  excellent  service 
during  the  past  year.  Though  she  has  had  so  many 
in  her  room  she  has  maintained  good  discipline,  and 
the  proficiency  of  her  scholars  at  the  examination 
gave  good  evidence  of  careful  and  faithful  instruction 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 

In  the  Principal  s  department  we  have  to  report  a 
change.  In  January  Mr.  Fisher  resigned  to  accept 
the  more  remunerative  situation  of  Principal  of  a 
Grammar  School  in  Maiden.  He  had  retained  his 
position  nearly  two  years,  long  enough  to  gain  the 
love  and  confidence  of  his  pupils,  and  a  high  place 
in  public  esteem,  and  regret  at  his  departure  was 
quite  generally  expressed. 

Mr.  Samuel  W.  Clarke,  a  graduate  of  Colby  Uni- 
versity, and  for  many  years  a  successful  teacher  in- 
Grammar  and  High  Schools,  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy.    A  month's  acquaintance  with  him  in  the 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


11 


school-room  has  given  us  reason  to  expect  that  the 
school  will  make  good  advancement  under  his  admin- 
istration. He  will  aim  especially  at  good  discipline 
and  thorough  training  in  the  various  branches  taught. 
We  may  remark  here,  in  passing,  that  in  order  to 
secure  better  discipline  about  the  building,  we  have 
given  the  Principal  full  charge  of  all  the  scholars  in 
the  building,  outside  the  school-rooms. 

A  larger  number  than  usual  of  the  graduating  class 
have  decided  to  remain  for  an  advanced  course.  The 
large  number  examined  and  promoted  from  Miss 
Hadley's  department  makes  this  room  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  new  year  quite  crowded,  but  still  we  are 
glad  to  have  these  advanced  scholars  remain.  It  is  a 
movement  in  the  right  direction.  Though  we  may 
not  at  present  attempt  to  support  a  High  School, 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  we  may  not,  by  careful 
management  and  a  small  additional  outlay,  secure 
many  of  the  advantages  of  a  High  School.  For  this 
we  need  another  recitation  room,  and  one  more 
Assistant  to  relieve  the  Principal  of  a  portion  of  his 
work,  so  that  he  may  give  more  time  to  the  higher 
classes.  By  this  arrangement  scholars  after  complet- 
ing the  prescribed  course  in  the  Grammar  School, 
might  remain  two,  or  even  three  years  longer,  for 
more  advanced  studies.  We  believe  such  a  course 
would  doubly  repay  the  increased  expense.  Com- 
paratively few  of  our  scholars  advance  beyond  the 
Grammar  School,  simply  because  we  make  no  ade- 
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quate  provision  for  them.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
present  members  of  this  school  are  apt  scholars,  and 
many  of  them  we  know  are  ambitious  of  high  attain- 
ments. Let  this  advanced  grade,  which  might  be 
called  the  '-High  School  Department,"  be  established, 
and  it  will  not  onlv  meet  their  wants,  but  will  be 
felt  at  once  beneficially  in  all  the  lower  grades. 

TRUANCY. 

A  great  evil  connected  with  our  schools  is  the  habit 
of  playing  truant.  Almost  every  week  complaint  is 
received  from  some  of  the  teachers,  and  though  the 
Committee  have  made  efforts  to  correct  the  pernicious 
habit,  they  have  not  been  able,  with  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  to  very  effectually  discourage  the  practice. 
In  the  eye  of  the  law  truancy  is  regarded  as  a  crime, 
and  nothing  is  more  sure  to  lead  to  crime.  Hundreds 
of  the  inmates  of  our  prisons  and  houses  of  correc- 
tion date  the  beginning  of  their  career  of  crime  from 
this  practice.  Parents  have  generally  been  ready  to 
co-operate  with  us  in  our  efforts  against  it ;  but  the 
habitual  truant  requires  something  beyond  parental 
authority.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  a 
legal  remedy  for  this  evil  is  provided,  and  for  the 
information  of  parents,  and  also  for  these  juvenile 
offenders,  if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  it,  we 
will  give  in  full  the  "  Act  Concerning  Truant  Children. 
and  Absentees  from  School,''  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1873: 
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SECTION  1.  Each  city  and  town  shall  make  all  needful  provis- 
ions and  arrangements  concerning  habitual  truants  and  children 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years  who  may  be  found 
wandering  about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  such  city  or 
town,  having  no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  atteudiug  school, 
and  growing  up  in  ignorance  :  and  shall  also  make  such  by-laws  as 
shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  such  children,  and  to  the 
good  order  of  such  city  or  town  ;  and  shall  provide  suitable  places 
for  the  confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  of  such  children  : 
provided,  that  said  by-laws  shall  be  approved  by  the  Superior 
Court,  or  a  Justice  thereof,  or  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the 
county. 

Sect.  2.  The  School  Committee  of  the  several  cities  and  towns 
shall  appoint  and  fix  the  compensation  of  two  or  more  suitable 
persons,  to  be  designated  as  truant  officers,  who  shall  under  the 
directiou  of  said  committee,  inquire  into  all  cases  arising  under 
such  by-laws,  and  shall  alone  be  authorized,  in  case  of  violation 
thereof,  to  make  complaint  and  carry  into  execution  the  judgment 
thereon. 

Sect.  3.  Auy  minor  convicted  under  such  by-law  of  being  an 
habitual  truant,  or  of  wandering  about  in  the  streets  and  public 
places  of  any  city  or  town,  having  no  lawful  employment  or  busi- 
ness, not  attending  school  and  growing  up  in  ignorance,  shall  be 
committed  to  any  institution  of  instruction  or  suitable  situation 
provided  for  the  purpose  under  the  authority  of  Section  1,  of  this 
act,  or  by  law,  for  such  time,  not  exceeding  two  years,  as  the 
Justice  or  Court  having  jurisdiction  may  determine.  Any  minor 
so  committed,  may,  upon  proof  of  amendment,  or  for  other  suffi- 
cient cause  shown  upon  hearing  of  the  case,  be  discharged  by  such 
Justice  or  Court. 

Sect.  4.  Justices  of  police  or  district  courts,  trial  justices, 
trial  justices  of  juvenile  offenders,  and  judges  of  probate  shall 
have  jurisdiction  within  their  respective  counties,  of  the  offences 
described  in  this  Act. 

Sect.  5.  When  three  or  more  cities  or  towns  in  any  county 
shall  so  require,  the  County  Commissioners  shall  establish  at  con- 
venient places  therein,  other  than  the  jail  or  house  of  correction, 
at  the  expense  of  the  county,  truant  schools,  for  the  confinement, 
discipline  and  instruction  of  minor  children  convicted  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  and  shall  make  suitable  provisions  for  the 
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government  and  control  of  said  schools,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
proper  teachers  aud  officers  thereof. 

Sect.  6.  Any  city  or  town  may  assign  any  such  truant  school 
as  the  place  of  confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  for  persons 
convicted  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  shall  pay  such  sum 
for  the  support  of  those  committed  thereto  as  the  County  Commis- 
sioners shall  determine,  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
week  for  each  person. 

Sect.  7.  Any  city  or  town  may,  with  the  assent  of  the  Board 
of  State  Charities,  assign  the  State  Primary  School  at  Mouson  as 
the  place  of  confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  for  persons 
convicted  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  instead  of  the  truant 
schools  heretofore  mentioned ;  and  shall  pay  for  the  support  of 
such  persons  committed  thereto,  such  sum  as  the  inspectors  of  said 
school  shall  determine,  not  exceeding  two  dollars  per  week  for 
each  person.  Any  minor  so  committed,  may,  upon  satisfactory 
proof  of  amendment,  or  for  other  sufficient  cause,  be  discharged 
by  the  Board  of  State  Charities. 

Sect.  8.    This  Act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

This  law  makes  ample  provision  for  the  evil  of 
which  we  complain,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  it  requires 
action  on  the  part  of  the  town  to  make  it  operative. 
We  would  therefore  recommend,  at  the  next  town 
meeting,  the  adoption  of  by-laws  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
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IMPROVEMENTS. 

Several  of  the  improvements  in  school  buildings 
suggested  in  our  last  report  have  been  made.  The 
Pine  Street  and  Essex  Street  Schools  have  had  their 
lots  graded  and  fenced.  At  the  Grammar  School  the 
rooms  have  all  been  painted,  the  walls  tinted  and  the 
ceiling  whitened,  making  them  appear  quite  neat  and 
attractive.  The  same  improvements  have  also  been 
made  for  the  Beach  and  Farms  Schools,  the  latter 
receiving  also  an  external  coat  of  paint.  This  School 
has  also  been  favored  with  the  presentation  of  some 
pictures  for  the  walls,  and  the  planting  of  some  shade 
trees  by  Mr.  Ware,  a  gentleman  from  Boston,  who 
has  a  summer  residence  in  the  neighborhood.  While 
making  grateful  mention  of  these  favors,  we  would 
suggest  to  our  citizens  generally,  the  expediency  of 
multiplying  attractions  in  the  school-rooms,  and  gifts 
of  pictures,  flowers  and  other  suitable  adornments 
will  be  acceptable. 

Our  school  buildings  are  now  in  good  condition, 
and  no  extensive  improvements,  will  be  called  for  at 
present,  except  provision  at  the  Grammar  School  for 
more  room,  as  we  have  already  suggested.  This  can 
be  obtained  without  great  expense  by  an  extension 
upon  the  rear  of  the  building,  which  would  give  us 
two  good  rooms.  The  building  thus  enlarged  would 
be  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands  for  many  years,  and 
would  render  unnecessary  the  erection  of  a  new  and 
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larger  edifice.  As  the  need  of  more  room  is  begin- 
ning to  be  seriously  felt,  and  as  the  present  depres- 
sion in  business  is  favorable  for  securing  this  improve- 
ment at  the  lowest  cost,  it  would  seem  advisable  to 
take  this  matter  at  once  into  serious  consideration. 
As  our  citizens  have  hitherto  favored  a  wise  liberality 
towards  the  schools,  we  believe  their  wants  need  only 
to  be  known  and  understood  now,  to  meet  a  generous 
response. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


LUCIAN  DRURY.  i 

IVORY  EMMONS,         }  Committee. 

LAVINIA  HAYFORD,  t 
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SCHEDULE  OF  SCHOOLS,  1874-  75. 


School*. 


No.  of  Pupils. 


Teacher- 


Grammar 


117 


First  Intermediate    .    .  48 

Pine  St.  Intermediate   .  33 

Beach'   55 

Farms   35 

Essex  Street   23 

First  Primary    ....  51 

Pine  Street  Primary  .    .  40 

402 


S.  W.  Clarke.  A. 
E.  J.  Hadley  . 
.  Emma  F.  Adams  . 
.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Larkin 
.  Delia  Beers  .  .  . 
.  Sarah  Palmer  .  . 
.  M.  Etta  Heyborn  . 
.  Charlotte  F.  Mott 
.  AbbieM.Mott  .  . 


M. 


Salary. 

$1,200 
450 
450 
450 
400 
450 
400 
450 
400 

S4,650 


3 
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STATISTICS  OF  SCHOOLS,  1874-75. 


6 

U 

% 

i> 

%  <! 

of 

03 

03  o 
53'  si 

SI 


O  03 

.  w 

03 

w  c 

S-  <13 

03  is 


TERMS. 


Spring  . 
Summer 
Fall  .  . 
Winter  . 
Spring  . 
Summer 
Fall  .  . 
Winter  . 
Spring  . 
Summer 
Fall  .  . 
Winter  . 


117 

94 
105 
107 
102 

80 
93 
95 
87 
85 
89 
89 


30 
44 
48 
48 
26 
32 
41 
43 
81 
73 
85 
89 


*-  03 

03  *- 

03  CS 

s-  ir: 

+- 


33 
30 
29 
24 
29 
24 
23 
21 
88 
80 
79 
88 


55 
44 
43 
45 
44 
36 
38 
38 
80 
83 
88 
84 


32 
35 
32 
27 
27 
30 
28 
25 
84 
85 
87 
92 


19 
17 
22 
23 
17 
15 
20 
21 
89 
88 
91 
90 


51 
47 
48 
45 
44 
42 
37 
39 
86 
89 
77 
87 


37 
36 
40 
37 
30 
32 
27 
30 
81 
89 
68 


Scholars  over  fifteen  years  old 


374 
347 
367 
356 
319 
291 
307 
312 
85 
84 
83 
87 
25 
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Regulations  for  the  Public  Schools. 


Section  1 .  From  the  first  Monday  in  April  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November,  the  morning  session  shall  begin  at  half-past 
eight,  and  end  at  twelve  o'clock.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  it 
shall  commence  at  nine  o'clock.  The  afternoon  session  shall  begin 
at  half-past  one,  and  end  at  four  o'clock. 

Sect.  2.  Teachers  must  be  at  their  school-rooms  fifteen  min- 
utes, and  in  stormy  or  cold  weather,  twenty  minutes  before  school 
time. 

Sect.  3.  Teachers  must  not  dismiss  their  schools  before  the 
specified  time,  nor  change  the  school  hours,  except  by  permission 
of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  4.  No  pupil  shall  be  detained  more  than  fifteen  minutes 
after  the  close  of  the  morning  session,  nor  more  than  thirty  minutes 
after  the  close  of  the  afternoon  session. 

Sect.  5.  There  shall  be  a  recess  of  not  less  than  ten  minutes, 
nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  each  half  day,  for  every  school ; 
and  for  each  Primary  School  there  may  be  an  extra  recess  each 
half  day. 

Sect.  6.  The  morning  exercises  of  the  schools  shall  commence 
with  the  reading  of  the  Bible  ;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the 
reading  be  followed  by  some  devotional  service. 

Sect.  7.  A  written  excuse  must  be  brought  by  each  pupil  for 
tardiness,  or  dismission  before  the  close  of  the  school,  and  tardi- 
ness beyond  five  minutes  shall  be  considered  a  violation  of  school 
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discipline,  and  shall  subject  the  delinquent  to  such  penalty  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

Sect.  8.  For  every  absence  the  scholar  shall  bring  a  written 
excuse  from  his  parent  or  guardian,  and  the  teacher  shall  ascertain 
whether  the  absence  was  really  necessary  or  not ;  if  not,  the  teacher 
shall  make  a  record  of  the  absence.  If  any  scholar  shall  be  thus 
absent  unnecessarily,  three  times  in  any  term,  then  the  teacher 
shall  give  notice  in  writing,  or  personally,  to  the  parent  or  guardian, 
that  if  the  scholar  is  absent  twice  more  he  must  be  expelled  from 
the  school.  If,  disregarding  this,  the  scholar  is  absent  five  times 
in  one  term,  he  shall  be  expelled,  and  shall  not  be  again  admitted 
until  the  parent  or  guardian  shall  obtain  from  the  Committee  a 
written  permit. 

Sect.  9.  When  a  pupil  is  absent  from  school  more  than  five 
consecutive  school-days,  for  sickness  or  any  other  cause,  his  name 
shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  school,  at  the  end  of  the  five 
days,  and  the  absence  in  all  such  cases,  shall  be  recorded  while  the 
name  remains  upon  the  roll. 

Sect.  10.  In  cases  of  continued  absence  from  school,  for  sick- 
ness or  other  cause,  if  the  pupil  be  unable,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
teacher,  to  keep  up  with  his  class,  such  pupil  may  be  kept  from 
promotion,  and  if  the  teacher  deems  it  best  for  the  pupil  or  for  the 
school,  he  may  be  dropped  to  the  next  lower  class,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  11.  Teachers  shall  exercise  a  kind  and  parental  disci- 
pline. Whenever  there  is  direct  and  violent  opposition  to  the 
authority  of  the  teacher,  or  continued  disobedience  in  a  pupil,  or 
improper  interference  of  parents,  such  as  to  render  the  pupil's 
presence  and  example  permanently  injurious,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  teacher  to  report  such  pupil  to  the  Committee,  who  alone 
shall  have  power  to  expel  from  school,  or  to  re- admit  when  evidence 
is  given  of  repentance  and  amendment. 
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Sect.  12.  When  a  pupil  is  suspended  from  school  under  any 
of  these  Regulations,  his  name  shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll. 

Sect.  13.  Scholars  shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  schools  until 
five  years  of  age,  nor  until  vaccinated,  nor  in  any  instauce  without 
a  certificate  from  some  member  of  the  School  Committee. 

Sect.  14.  No  pupil  having  been  a  member  of  one  school,  shall 
be  admitted  into  another  without  previous  consent  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Sect.  15.  Each  pupil  must  come  to  school  neat  in  person  and 
dress,  and  in  case  of  neglect  in  this  respect,  the  teacher  must  send 
him  home  to  be  properly  prepared  for  school. 

Sect.  16.  In  case  of  difficulty  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties,  or  when  they  may  desire  any  temporary  indulgence,  the 
instructors  shall  apply  to  the  Committee  for  advice  and  direction. 

Sect.  17.  No  studies  shall  be  pursued  in  any  of  the  schools, 
nor  any  text-books  used  or  introduced,  except  those  authorized  by 
the  Committee. 

Sect.  18.  Whenever  the  necessary  school-books  are  not  fur- 
nished by  the  parents  or  guardian,  on  the  written  request  of  the 
teacher,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  send  such  pupil  with  a  written  order 
to  the  town  agent,  specifying  the  name  of  the  book  required,  the 
child's  name,  and  the  parent's  or  guardian's  name. 

Sect.  19.  No  subscription  or  advertisement  shall  be  introduced 
into  any  public  school  without  the  consent  of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  20.  Any  damage  done  to  the  school-house,  grounds  or 
premises,  must  be  paid  for  by  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child 
or  children  doing  it.  The  General  Statutes  of  Massachusetts 
provide  that  all  such  wilful  and  wanton  damages  shall  be  punished 
u  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment 
in  the  jail  not  exceeding  one  year." 

Sect.  21.  After  the  resignation  of  any  teacher  the  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  as  soon  as  possible,  but  the  annual  election  of  all  the 
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teachers  shall  occur  during  the  month  of  July,  and  their  salaries 
shall  then  be  fixed. 

Sect.  22.  Teachers  will  be  required  to  give  two  weeks'  notice 
of  intended  resignation,  and  on  failure  to  do  so,  the  bill  for  services 
of  such  teacher  shall  be  made  up  only  to  two  weeks  prior  to  the 
time  of  leaving.    All  teachers  shall  be  elected  with  this  condition. 

Sect.  23.  The  Statute  in  regard  to  the  faithful  keeping  of  the 
School  Register  shall  be  observed.  It  is  directed  that  this  Register 
be  kept  at  the  school-room  for  inspection  by  the  Committee.  At 
the  close  of  each  term  it  must  be  properly  filled  up  and  returned 
to  the  Committee,  before  the  teacher  can  be  entitled  to  receive 
payment  for  services. 

Sect.  24.  The  annual  examinations  of  the  public  schools  shall 
take  place  during  the  month  of  February. 

Approved  by  the  Committee. 

WM.  B.  CHASE,  Secretary. 
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CALENDAR. 

Spring  Term.  —  Commences  first  Monday  in  March,  and  ends 
Friday,  May  14. 

Summer  Term.  —  Commences  last  Monday  in  May,  and  ends 
Friday,  July  19. 

Fall  Term.  —  Commences  last  Monday  in  August,  and  ends 
Friday,  November  22. 

Winter  Term. — Commences  last  Monday  in  November,  and 
ends  Friday,  February  21.  „ 


HOLIDAYS. 

The  following  holidays  will  be  allowed,  viz  : —  Saturdays,  Days 
of  Public  Fasting,  Fourth  of  July,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas 
Day,  New  Year's  Day,  Twenty-second  of  February,  May-Day, 
and  one  day  (to  be  determined  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  teachers) 
to  attend  the  Essex  County  Teachers'  Convention.  No  change  in 
the  regular  days  of  keeping  school  is  to  be  made,  without  previous 
consultation  with  the  Committee. 


SCHOOL  BOOKS. 
Reading. — Bible  ;  Monroe's  Readers. 

Mathematics. — Walton's  or  White's  Written,  Intellectual,  aud 
Primary  Arithmetic  ;  Greenleaf's  Algebra;  Davis'  Geometry. 

Writing. — Payson,  Duntou  &  Scribner's  Penmanship  and  Book- 
keeping. 

Geography. — Warren's  Common  School  ;  Warren's  Primary. 
History  — Campbell's  School  History. 
Grammar. — Greene's. 

Natural  Philosophy. — Rolfe  and  Gillet's  Elements. 
Physiology. — Cutter's  Elemeuts. 
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